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Resumen. Analizamos la distribuci6n geográfica de Leptasthenura platensis y L. aegithaloides en Argentina, con
especial referencia a aquellas localidades en donde han sido encontradas juntas ambas especies. La distribuci6n geo-
gráfica es presentada en un mapa de puntos que muestra las localidades conocidas para L. platensis (185 localidades)
y para L. aegithaloides (160). Ambas especies se distribuyen en ambientes secos y xéricos. Presentamos el segundo
registro de L. platensis en la provincia de Mendoza, identificando a la especie mediante el examen de individuos
capturados en redes de niebla y el análisis de sus vocalizaciones. Confirmamos informaci6n previa sobre cuatro
localidades simpátricas y reportamos un nuevo sitio de simpatna. También presentamos otras localidades donde
las especies son probablemente simpátricas. Leptasthenura platensis y L. aegithaloides son simpátricas o potencial-
mente simpátricas en algunas áreas de vegetaci6n correspondientes a las formaciones del Espinal y del Monte,
especialmente en el centro y centro-este de Argentina.

Abstract. We analyze the geographical distribution ofLeptasthenura platensis and L. aegithaloides in Argentina, with
special reference to localities where these two species are sympatric. We map the geographical distribution showing
known localities of occurrence for L. platensis (185 localities) and for L. aegithaloides (160). Both species are
distributed in dry and xeric environments. A second record of L. platensis for Mendoza Province is reported, where
the species was mist-netted. We confirm previous information of four sympatric localities, and report a new
sympatric site. Further, other localities in which these species are probably sympatric are discussed. We found that
L. platensis and L. aegithaloides are sympatric or potentially sympatric in vegetation corresponding to the Espinal
and Monte formations, especially in central and east-central Argentina. Accepted 24 January 1997.
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of their ranges (Narosky & Yzurieta 1987, Cane-
vari et al. 1991), but Vaurie (1980) pointed out
that these two species overlap in the steppes of
north-eastern Patagonia and in some areas of
central Argentina. Maps in Ridgely & Tudor
(1994) show a broad area of overlap. Vuilleumier
(1993), however, did not observe actual sympatry

INTRODUCTION

The Tufted Tit-Spinetail Leptasthenura platensis
(Reichenbach, 1853), and the Plain-mantled Tit-

Spinetail, Leptasthenura aegithaloides (Kittlitz,
1830), are two closely related species of Furnarii-
dae (Wetmore 1926). They are allopatric in most
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TI1'SPINETAIL DISTRIBUTION IN ARGENTINA

The two species of Leptasthenura are distribu-
ted in dry and xeric environments (see Fig. 1 and
2). In Argentina, Leptasthenura platensis occurs
mostly from central to northern, northeastern,
and eastern regions, inhabiting areas with xero-
philous trees and shrubs, belonging to the Chaco
and Espinal Phytogeographic Provinces (Cabrera
1976). Leptasthenura aegithaloides ranges from
the south northwestward toward the extreme
.northwest of the country, and is found in shrub-
steppes, shrublands, and zones with xerophilous
t~ees, belonging to the Patagonian, Monte,


