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Resumen. Analizamos la distribuci6n geográfica de Leptasthenura platensis y L. aegithaloides en Argentina, con
especial referencia a aquellas localidades en donde han sido encontradas juntas ambas especies. La distribuci6n geo-
gráfica es presentada en un mapa de puntos que muestra las localidades conocidas para L. platensis (185 localidades)
y para L. aegithaloides (160). Ambas especies se distribuyen en ambientes secos y xéricos. Presentamos el segundo
registro de L. platensis en la provincia de Mendoza, identificando a la especie mediante el examen de individuos
capturados en redes de niebla y el análisis de sus vocalizaciones. Confirmamos informaci6n previa sobre cuatro
localidades simpátricas y reportamos un nuevo sitio de simpatna. También presentamos otras localidades donde
las especies son probablemente simpátricas. Leptasthenura platensis y L. aegithaloides son simpátricas o potencial-
mente simpátricas en algunas áreas de vegetaci6n correspondientes a las formaciones del Espinal y del Monte,
especialmente en el centro y centro-este de Argentina.

Abstract. We analyze the geographical distribution ofLeptasthenura platensis and L. aegithaloides in Argentina, with
special reference to localities where these two species are sympatric. We map the geographical distribution showing
known localities of occurrence for L. platensis (185 localities) and for L. aegithaloides (160). Both species are
distributed in dry and xeric environments. A second record of L. platensis for Mendoza Province is reported, where
the species was mist-netted. We confirm previous information of four sympatric localities, and report a new
sympatric site. Further, other localities in which these species are probably sympatric are discussed. We found that
L. platensis and L. aegithaloides are sympatric or potentially sympatric in vegetation corresponding to the Espinal
and Monte formations, especially in central and east-central Argentina. Accepted 24 January 1997.
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of their ranges (Narosky & Yzurieta 1987, Cane-
vari et al. 1991), but Vaurie (1980) pointed out
that these two species overlap in the steppes of
north-eastern Patagonia and in some areas of
central Argentina. Maps in Ridgely & Tudor
(1994) show a broad area of overlap. Vuilleumier
(1993), however, did not observe actual sympatry

INTRODUCTION

The Tufted Tit-Spinetail Leptasthenura platensis
(Reichenbach, 1853), and the Plain-mantled Tit-

Spinetail, Leptasthenura aegithaloides (Kittlitz,
1830), are two closely related species of Furnarii-
dae (Wetmore 1926). They are allopatric in most

113



TI1'SPINETAIL DISTRIBUTION IN ARGENTINA

The two species of Leptasthenura are distribu-
ted in dry and xeric environments (see Fig. 1 and
2). In Argentina, Leptasthenura platensis occurs
mostly from central to northern, northeastern,
and eastern regions, inhabiting areas with xero-
philous trees and shrubs, belonging to the Chaco
and Espinal Phytogeographic Provinces (Cabrera
1976). Leptasthenura aegithaloides ranges from
the south northwestward toward the extreme
.northwest of the country, and is found in shrub-
steppes, shrublands, and zones with xerophilous
t~ees, belonging to the Patagonian, Monte,

Espina!, and Puna Phytogeographic Provinces

(Cabrera 1976).
Some locality records appear to be outside

the main ranges as outlined above. Por L. aegitha-
loides these outlying records could represent mi-
gratory movements, as suggested by Olrog (1979)
and Nores et al. (1983) for Lo aegithaloides palli-
da. These records are in southern Santiago del
Estero Province, in Córdoba Province, and in
eastern Buenos Aires Province. The loca!ity
records for Lo platensis in Chubut and north-
western Santa Cruz may indicate a southward

FIG. 2. Phytogeographic Provinces of Argentina,
according to Cabrera (1976) and modified by Canevari
et al. (1991). Province nomenclature follows Cabrera
(1976). Localities where Leptasthenura platensis and
L. aegithaloides occur together appear as black dots.

FIG. 1. Geographical distribution of Leptasthenura
platensis (black dots) and L. aegithaloides (circles) in
Argentina. The 19 localities where the two species
occur together appear as triangles. The Biosphere
Reserve of Nacuñán is indicated byan arrow.
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taneously, as could be determined by collecting
dates of the specimens (Table 1). These should be
considered, together with Nacuñán, as situations
of actual sympatry. In the remaining cases, even
though the localities are the same, we can not be
sure of the temporal co-occurrence, \lnd therefore
these instances remain situations of potential
sympatry, as suggested by Vuilleumier (1993) for
sites along his transect in northérn Chubut.

Leptasthenura platensis and I. aegithaloides are
sympatric or potentially sympatric in Espinal
and Monte areas (Fig. 2), especially in parts of
central and east-central Argentina. The arid
plains of eastern Mendoza, northern San Luis,
southern and southwestern Buenos Aires, and
the coastal areas of northeastern Buenos Aires
appear to be particularly suitable for sympatry.
These areas should be visited to search for new
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FIG. 4. Sonagrams of Tit-spinetail vocalizations. (A) Leptasthenura aegithaloides. Recorded by R. J. Straneck at Isla
Victoria, Neuquén; October 8, 1980. (B) Leptasthenura platensis. Recorded by R. J. Straneck at Villa General
Belgrano, Córdoba; December 14,1990. (C) Leptasthenura platensis. Recorded by V. R. Cueto at Nacuñán, Mendo-
za; October, 1994. See text for further details.
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TABLE 1. Localities where Leptasthenura platensis and L. aegithaloides are actually sympatric in Argentina, on the
basis of site and date of capture from museum specimens (MACN).

Date of collection

L. platensis L. aegithaloides
Phytogeographic

Province*Locality

Espina!
Espina!
Espina!
Monte

Laguna Chasicó, Buenos Aires
General Cerri, Buenos Aires
Leones, Córdoba
Lihuel Calel, La Pampa

16 Apr 1967
12 Feb 1962
27 Aug 1961
5 Jun 1963

11 Apr 1967
12 Feb 1962
7 Sep 1961
2 Jun 1963

* Phytogeographic Province according to Cabrera (1976).

shared localities, as well as to initiate studies on
the patterns of coexistence and on the impor-
tance of interspecific interactions between these
two similar species.
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